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LIGHT UP THE QUEEN FOUNDATION PRESENTS SPRING SWAMP SERIES
What:
Spring Swamp Series of Music Points to future of Wilmington’s Market Street
Who:
Benefit Concerts presented by the Light Up The Queen Foundation featuring leading national acts in Wilmington and Rehoboth Beach
Where:
Crosby Hill Building, 605 Market Street, Wilmington, DE 19801 and Dogfish Head Brewing and Eats, 320 Rehoboth Avenue, Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971
Artists:
IN WILMINGTON: Trombone Shorty & Orleans Avenue (April 16), Cyril Neville (of the Neville Brothers), April 23, and Tab Benoit (May 28)

IN REHOBOTH: Eric Lindell (May 22)
Tickets:   FOR WILMINGTON SHOWS: $20, FOR MAY 22 in Rehoboth: donation of $10
More information: www.lightupthequeen.org and http://studiomlive.com/swampseries/
Wilmington, DE (April 8, 2009) – A renovated retail building in Wilmington's burgeoning Lower Market Street District hosts three Louisiana-based acts in April and May to benefit revival of the historic Queen Theater at 5th and Market Streets. The series will also extend to Dogfish Head Brewings & Eats in Rehoboth Beach. 

Trombone Shorty & Orleans Avenue (Apr. 16), Cyril Neville of the legendary Neville Brothers (Apr. 23) and guitarist Tab Benoit (May 28) will appear at 605 N. Market St. In recent months, this venue has hosted artists ranging from singer-songwriter Steve Forbert to a supergroup including jazz saxophonist Donald Harrison, keyboardist Bernie Worrell of Parliament/Funkadelic and Talking Heads, guitarist Leo Nocentelli of The Meters and members of Govt. Mule.

May 22, blue-eyed soul singer-songwriter Eric Lindell appears at Dogfish Head Brewings and Eats in Rehoboth Beach. 

"With these shows we can do three things," says Bill Taylor, director of the Light Up The Queen Foundation. "We can bring people music they'll love, raise money to rescue the Queen, and also show people in Wilmington what kind of music they deserve to hear on a regular basis." 

Taylor, a Wilmington native, spent eight years in New Orleans at Tipitina's, one of America's best loved live music venues. 

"Like Tipitina's, The Queen will have education and outreach as one of its first priorities. That's why we're bringing in artists like Trombone Shorty, who came up through the New Orleans community of musicians."
SPRING SWAMP SERIES ARTISTS:
April 16- At 23, Trombone Shorty (aka Troy Andrews) has emerged from the fertile New Orleans scene to tour and perform with the likes of Lenny Kravitz, Green Day and U2. He performed for both the re-opening of the Superdome on Monday Night Football and the 2008 NBA All-Star Game. 

April 23- Cyril Neville comes from the first family of New Orleans funk and soul. He is a percussionist and singer who has been a member of two of the most influential bands in American music, The Meters and The Neville Brothers. 

May 28- Singer, songwriter and guitarist Tab Benoit is one of Louisiana's leading bluesmen. His album Brother to the Blues with Louisiana's LeRoux was nominated for a Grammy. 

May 22 (Rehoboth Beach)- Singer-songwriter Eric Lindell started out as a skate punk in California, but now is recognized as one of the foremost blues-rock artists in New Orleans. He has been seen on Late Night with Conan O'Brien. 

THE THEATER AND LIGHT UP THE QUEEN FOUNDATION: 
Located at 500 Market St., the Queen Theater was built in 1915 and was a palace by the standards of the day. The auditorium and balcony seated 1,800 people and was designed to offer a completely unobstructed view of the stage and screen. After much of Wilmington shifted to the suburbs, the Queen Theater closed in April 1959. It has remained vacant since.
The Light Up The Queen Foundation, a Delaware non-profit corporation, is dedicated to the revival of the Queen Theater in Wilmington, Delaware, and to assuring that The Queen becomes a catalyst for building community by engaging diverse populations through high quality programs in music, education, workforce development and mentoring. 

Wilmington native Bill Taylor has returned home to run Light Up The Queen Foundation.  Previously,  Taylor served as executive director of the Tipitina’s Foundation in New Orleans, which runs innovative programs that empower and perpetuate the music culture and heritage of New Orleans.  In addition to creating successful programs, such as Tipitina’s Internship Program and Music Co-op Office, as well as donating over $3 million worth of musical instruments to New Orleans’ public schools, Mr. Taylor also oversaw operations of the legendary Tipitina's music venue. 
After Hurricane Katrina, Mr. Taylor galvanized a massive, multi-faceted relief effort for the music community, which is currently ongoing and has received national recognition.  As part of that effort, Mr. Taylor served as executive producer of a recording tribute to Fats Domino that featured some of the greatest musicians of our time, including Paul McCartney, B.B. King and Willie Nelson. 
Mission: The Light Up The Queen Foundation, a Delaware non-profit corporation, is dedicated to the revival of the Queen Theater in Wilmington, Delaware, and to assuring that the Queen becomes a catalyst for building community by engaging diverse populations through high-quality programs in music, education, workforce development and mentoring. 

Series sponsors: Dogfish Head Craft Brewed Ales, WXPN, Wente Vineyards, World Cafe Live, The Exchange and the Buccini-Pollin Group.
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For more information on the Light Up The Queen Foundation, visit www.lightupthequeen.org
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